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took everything out of the boat and buried it in the sand
above high-water mark. Xhen? as Rashleigh's suggestion,
they filled the boat and sank her in shallow water, having
first unstepped the mast: by which device they hoped to
puzzle their pursuers and possibly throw them altogether off
the scent.

Each man had retained a small stock of food, a musket
and some ammunition, and the party now set out to pene-
trate a dense thicket, through which they struggled with
great difficulty, until at the end of about a mile they came to
a hill from which they could see the ocean. Their pursuers
were not to be seen beyond the reef, and they concluded that
a passage had been found, and that the pilot-boat was
exploring the inlet for signs of the fugitives.
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